Another important problem is that of the position of
democratic parties and free trade unions in Germany. Not-
withstanding the positive results achieved in this respect,
one serious obstacle to the development of German demo-
cratic organizations is their zonal disunity. Up to now the
German democratic organizations have not been given the
opportunity to unite on an all-German scale. Ever since
October 1945, the Soviet representatives in the Control
Council have been vainly urging the adoption of a law
which would at last recognize the right of German demo-
cratic parties and trade unions to unite on an all-German
scale, to freely hold congresses and conferences and elect
their central bodies.
Yet it is perfectly clear that restriction of the activities
of democratic German organizations within the limits of
the separate zones contradicts the principles laid down by
the Berlin conference and hinders the democratic develop-
ment of Germany. Unless the democratic parties and trade
unions are unified on a national scale, and unless they are
given the opportunity freely to decide their internal affairs,
there can be no serious talk of any all-round development
of democratic life in Germany.
Of great importance for the democratic reformation of
Germany and for her future development as a state is
the problem of the Constitutions of the Lands, which are
now being adopted by the Landtags in certain zones,
Rut in this respect, too, there are subtantial short-
comings.
The basic provisions of these Land Constitutions proceed
from diametrically opposite principles, and this cannot
but hinder the democratization of Germany. For example,
the Constitution of Bavaria, in the American zone, adopted
in December 1946, is permeated with federalist proclivities.
On the other hand the new Constitution of Thuringia, in
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